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Disobedience or Incomprehension? 
 
There’s a difference between disobedience and incomprehension. If your dog 
isn’t obeying a command because he doesn’t understand what it is you want him 
to do, that’s not a behavioral problem at all; it simply means that you need to 
spend some more time together in training. 
 
True disobedience occurs when your dog deliberately does not obey a request or 
command, although he has full knowledge of what it is that you’re asking him to 
do (and you know this because he’s performed it reliably on several occasions 
beforehand).  
 
Although this may seem like a relatively minor inconvenience, it’s actually a 
pretty serious thing – not only can it be dangerous for your dog (for example, if 
he’s heading towards a busy road and ignores your ‘come’ command), but it’s 
also detrimental to your relationship with your dog.  
 
Disobedience is rooted in disrespect. When your dog deliberately does not obey 
you, he’s saying, “I don’t respect your authority enough to do what you want me 
to do”.  
 
If you allow him to get away with this, you are allowing him to form the habit of 
passive-aggression. This is not something that can just be left to “fix itself” – the 
problem will worsen, not get better, if you leave it.  
 
It’s very important that your dog recognizes that you outrank him in the social 
hierarchy of the household. The concept of alpha status is one that you need to 
be familiar with in order to maintain a healthy, functional relationship with your 
dog.  
 
It may sound cruel from a human perspective, but your dog is happier when he 
knows that someone else is in charge of making all the decisions – including his 
day-to-day behavior and obedience levels.  
 
It is not possible to have a good owner/dog relationship if he does not 
understand that you are the clear-cut authority figure: he must know that he’s 
beneath you in the chain of command. 
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